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5.—Forest Fire Losses, by Province, 1958 and 1959, compared with Ten-Year Average 
1949-58—concluded 
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According to the cause-of-fire classification given in Table 6, lightning again caused 
the largest number of individual fires in 1959, although the number thus caused was only a 
little more than half the total for 1958 and not much more than two-thirds the average 
for the 1949-58 period; of the total, lightning caused 16 p.c. in 1959, 21 p.c. in 1958 and an 
average of 19 p.c. for the 1949-58 decade. Railways also caused about 16 p.c. of the fires 
in 1959 and campers and smokers together caused 29 p.c. The 1959 percentage for 
"Miscellaneous known", which classification includes fires started as a result of such 
incidents as falling aircraft, broken power lines and motor vehicle mishaps, stood at a 
little over 14 p.c. of the total; this was the second highest percentage for this classification 
since the record began in 1918, reflecting the changing technological patterns in Canada. 

6.—Forest Fires, by Cause, 1958 and 1959, compared with Ten-Year Average 1949-58 
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